POLICE: Trio of repo men impersonated federal agents
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (WDRB Fox 41) -- Louisville Metro Police have arrested three men they say used threats and intimidation -- and impersonated federal agents -- in an attempt to repossess a woman's vehicle.

Police say 32-year-old Derek Denney, 24-year-old Charles Victor Mullins and 29-year-old Jonathon C. Payne worked for a private repo agency called "U.S. Federal Recovery Agency." According to arrest reports obtained by Fox 41 News, the trio called a woman who lived in an apartment in the 100 block of E. Kingston late Tuesday night and told her they needed to meet with her to repossess her car.

When they met with the victim, police say the three men "had police-type gun belts on, wearing assorted weapons, handcuffs and flashlights."

Police say Denney told her that he was a detective with the Drug Task Force and that, not only were they there to repossess her vehicle, but they also needed to serve a warrant for her arrest. They also told her that they were "United States Recovery agents" and that they could "handle it the hard way or the easy way."

According to the arrest reports, the men used "fear and intimidation" and that the victim "was scared and in fear of going to jail."

The men later told the woman that if she released the vehicle to them, she would not be going to jail.

Officers would arrive a short time later.

"When police arrived, [Mullins] was wearing a badge around his neck along with a badge on his shirt while trying to intimidate the victim," one of the reports states.

When police asked Mullins how he knew the victim had a warrant, he told the officers that he obtained that information from another police officer.

All three of the men were arrested and charged with impersonating a peace officer and intimidating a witness.

Dwight Mitchell, a spokesperson for Louisville Metro Police, reminds Fox 41 viewers that private individuals do not have the authority to serve arrest warrants.

Fox41.com reached out to another woman, aged 40, who also claims to have been a victim of the trio a year-and-a-half ago. She says she missed a couple of payments on a car she bought at Sam Swope, and that's when the harassment began.

"They were horrible," she says, adding that they called her mother at 2:00 in the morning several nights in a row.

She says they told her mother "they were federal agents with a warrant" and that it would be in her daughter's best interest to meet them at a Texaco "to keep them from having to hunt me down."

She says they also showed up at The Courier-Journal where she worked as a carrier.

"I don't even know how they found out I worked there," she says, noting that she had been working as an "independent contractor."

She says they met with her employer, wearing "their badges" and "their little gun belts" and claiming to be federal agents.

The woman told Fox41.com that she has family in law enforcement, who informed her that no one can repossess a vehicle while the owner is still in it, so she vowed not to get out of the car while she was in their presence. At one point, she says she was pursued.

"They pretty much chased me all the way down Dixie [Highway] on my bumper," she says.

Whey they caught up with her, she says "they were beating on my window with the butts of their guns." She says they told her that, "if they had to, they would break out my window to get me out."

She adds that the men were "cussing and pacing back and forth" told Fox41.com that she wasn't going to get out of the car "with them acting like idiots."

Eventually, she says the men began calling her family members, telling them that an emergency had happened and that her kids had been hurt -- all in an effort to find out where she was.

She says the situation was resolved when the engine in the car blew up and she agreed -- at the behest of her brother -- to surrender the vehicle.

"They had the hardest time getting it out," she says of Denney, Mullins and Payne. "They were just cussing and carrying on -- but I didn't care."

She says that on multiple occasions they represented themselves as federal agents -- and claimed to have a warrant for her arrest.

She added that she immediately called her family members to let them know of their arrest when she read the news report on Fox41.com. She says she has one word to describe that development: "Justice."


