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Man shot six times during repo incident
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FARMINGTON - A repossession employee shot a man six times Friday morning while attempting to repossess a pickup truck, authorities said.

Harry Clay, 34, is in critical condition at San Juan Regional Medical Center after he was shot with .45-caliber rounds at about 12:30 a.m., San Juan County Sheriff's Lt. Tyler Truby said.

Preliminary findings indicate when two repossession employees from Certified Adjusters went to a residence on U.S. 64 to repossess a pickup truck, they were met by three men, including an angry Clay who threatened to shoot them if they attempted to take the vehicle, Truby said.

Clay, prior to the shooting, walked to his truck and opened the door while making allegations he was getting a gun. One of the repo employees walked toward Clay, asking him not to get his gun, but he continued. The other employee stayed with the other two men.

Clay reached into the pickup and turned back toward the employee, who had obtained his own gun and used it to shoot Clay, Truby said.

The repo employees told a 911 dispatcher they had shot someone and later met with sheriff's deputies in Bloomfield.

Deputies recovered the gun and other evidence, Truby said.

Deputies declined to release the suspects' names pending further investigation. No charges were filed Friday.

"Detectives still are trying to get a clear picture of what took place," Truby said.

A manager at Certified Adjusters, who would not release his name, declined to comment Friday on the incident.
The company's attorney is preparing a statement, he said.

The shooting follows a Jan. 14 incident in which a repo man was pepper sprayed.

Jeffrey Swart, 49, was arrested and charged with fourth-degree felony false imprisonment and misdemeanor battery after he allegedly pepper-sprayed and blocked all exits for a tow-truck driver who was employed to repossess Swart's 2004 Ford Mustang.

Repossession work is a dangerous job, said Clinton Ishmael, owner of Eagle Towing and Recovery in Farmington and victim in the Jan. 14 case.

"Threats are an ongoing thing," Ishmael said. "Since the economy has gotten worse, the threats have increased."

Repossession employees must be on guard at all times, he said.

"It's just like an officer who walks up to a car to give a ticket," he said. "You don't know what will happen. Anything goes."
