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A deputy accused of hiding a Chevrolet truck and a Harley-Davidson from a creditor was charged with a felony, authorities said Friday.

Bond for Joseph Allen Dowlearn, 37, of Pearland, was set at $2,000 on a charge of hindering a secured creditor, stemming from the default of two loans, Galveston County Sheriff’s Office spokesman Maj. Ray Tuttoilmondo said.

Dowlearn, a peace officer employed with the sheriff’s office since 1994, last worked in September as a jailer before taking an unpaid leave of absence. The leave was not discipline related.

On Nov. 17, the Galveston Government Employees Credit Union, 14041 Delany Road, filed a complaint with the La Marque police department.

“The loans were to purchase a Chevrolet truck and a Harley-Davidson motorcycle,” Tuttoilmondo said. “The complaint alleged Dowlearn defaulted on those loans, and what we’re finding out is that he hid the collateral.”

The credit union believed the vehicles were hidden to prevent repossession, Tuttoilmondo said.

The Galveston County Auto Crimes Task Force attempted to contact Dowlearn to resolve the issue without success, and the task force’s probe led to a Wednesday arrest warrant, Tuttoilmondo said.

Dowlearn was arrested at 12:29 p.m. Thursday in the 2200 block of Cedar Street in Pearland. Tuttoilmondo believed the vehicles were recovered in Pearland.

The loan was greater than $1,500 but less than $20,000, making the charge a state jail felony. If convicted, Dowlearn could face between 180 days and two years in jail and up to a $10,000 fine.

Dowlearn remains on unpaid leave pending the outcome of an administrative investigation by the sheriff’s office, Tuttoilmondo said.
