Repo man arrested on cop impersonation charge
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A man who works for an auto-repossession firm faces a felony police impersonation charge after he tried to take a car from a woman and her son outside a Southwest Side  police station by claiming to be a police officer, authorities said.

Nicholas Carrera, 39, of the 3800 block of West 60th Place, was charged with felony impersonation and battery, as well as with driving on a suspended license and failure to display a license, Police News Affairs Officer JoAnn Taylor said today.

Carrera, who also goes by the name Lonnie Cain, has an extensive criminal record, prosecutors said today in a hearing before Cook County Judge Laura Sullivan. Carrera was ordered held without bond today because his arrest violates his probation on a prior forgery charge.

Carrera contacted a woman in her 30s Monday morning and told her that there had been a multi-vehicle accident involving her son, and that he had to turn himself in at the ChicagoLawn District Police Station, in the 3400 block of West 63rd Street, said Assistant State's Atty. Lorraine Scaduto.

Carrera said he was "Deputy Pulaski, from 26th and California," Scaduto said.

When the mother and son arrived outside the police station, Carrera told the son to get out of the car, Scaduto said. Carrera, who was wearing a badge around his neck, said he was a police officer and ordered the woman and two witnesses who were with her out of the car, police said.
 
The woman then yelled, "You're not the police!" and tried to get into the car on the passenger side.

Carrera sped up the car, dragging the woman 90 feet, before he had to stop, prosecutors said. He was caught held by the victim, her son and another relative until officers inside the station saw the commotion and arrested him, Taylor said.

The woman sustained minor scrapes to her hips and knees, prosecutors said. The victim was treated for abrasions to her face and other minor injuries and released from a local hospital, Taylor said.
